ANNA FRANK PROJECT 

A BRIEF OUTLINE OF THE ACTIVITIES AT  GIMNAZIJA JESENICE

1. The initial idea was provided by the Anna Frank Museum, Amsterdam based on Anna Frank diary and their exhibition materials.

2. Seven students from Gimnazija Jesenice decided to participate: Viki Twrdy
                                                                                                             Jaka Susnik

                                                                                                             Tadeja Hikel

                                                                                                             Katja Korosec

                                                                                                             Ana Lesnik

                                                                                                             Katja Stamenkovic
                                                                                                              Ena Adzajlic 

3. The students were trained and taught how to guide through the exhibition in  Volkermarkt, Austria.
4. Besides the heart-breaking account of Anna Frank’s story the students researched, prepared, designed and presented also their own ideas associated with the Anna Frank exhibition. They decided on the following topics that were exhibited  and presented to visitors:
a) The hostages of Begunje ( WW2  in Slovenia)

b) The Jews ( in the past and today)
c) The Slovene ethnic minority in Austria (Carinthia)- reasons leading to it, their status and position in Austria
d) Tolerance in the town and surrounding area of Jesenice ( a mixture of different nationalities from ex-Yogoslavia)
e) Genocide on the Balkans 
5. THE  EXHIBITION 

- official opening   - Tuesday, November 17, 2006 at 17.00 at Gimnazija Jesenice

- the exhibition time :     November 17, 2006 – November 21, 2006

( including presentations and guided tours through the exhibition every day -  from    18.00 till  20.00. 

6. SPECIAL EVENTS 

a) November 8, 2006-   WORKSHOP- topic: racism, nationalism, ethnic minorities. Students involved in Anna Frank project from Klagenfurt  were invited to participate in this workshop. 

 B) November 16, 2007  A PANEL DISCUSSION with our honourable guest Mr Janez Stanovnik – The president of the League of Combatants of Slovenia.

Answers to your questionnaire for project end-report

1. The official opening

 The students helped by their mentors prepared an excellent programme for the official opening. 

Some prominent guest attended the official opening- The Austrian Ambassador in Slovenia Mr. Inzko ; the mayor of Jesenice – Mr. Bergant, invited representatives from other schools in Gorenjska region,  the students of Gymnasium Klagenfurt,   teachers, students, local inhabitants, journalists.
2. the reactions to the Anne Frank exhibition

   All the reactions from the people who came and were guided through the exhibition were extremely positive.  Some older people pointed out the fact that it was really excellent that the exhibition guides were young people not having their first hand experience of war and  suffering. But still the visitors could feel how deeply they were affected. 

3. contacts to other schools

         We invited all the primary schools in our vicinity to come and visit the exhibition. Three primary schools actually brought their pupils to the exhibition and their response was extremely positive. 
         We invited secondary schools in our vicinity to visit our exhibition as well ( also Gimnazija Kranj as we attended their official ceremony)- but only one school from Radovljica brought their students – as they were so interested they brought two groups.  

       The interest of the students at our school was so big that we decided to guide all the classes through the exhibition. Their response was very positive, they praised our hard work and the students realized how  happy they were to live in such a peaceful world. 

       As far as the schools from the other side of the border are concerned we can say that the cooperation with the students in Klagenfurt was really amazing- they attended our official ceremony and were involved in the workshop. So our students attended their official opening too. We would like to thank the students and their mentors from Gymnasium Klagenfurt for the nice cooperation.   

4.  teachers, students’ response at our school

 As I already pointed out the response from students and teachers was really unexpected- they praised  our hard work, the exhibition guides’ performance.  This was a project that in a way connected our whole school.

5. Media

Shorter reports about the exhibition were published in the regional newspaper Gorenjski glas,  in the local paper of the town Jesenice,  and announced on the local radio and the local TV channel. 

 Please find attached numerous photos taken during the exhibition and also associated with certain special events.
As far as the response from the media is concerned I’m going to send you some additional material if I could find some. 

Tatjana  Sitar 

Gimnazija Jesenice

